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“This is an extraordinary book. In the arena of 
neuroscience of the mind, it is the most

exciting reading to have crossed my path in
years”

—David Presti, Professor of Neurobiology,
University of California-Berkeley

“If you’re content to be a narrow specialist, 
you may not find this book interesting, but if
you want to be a real psychologist, in the

style of greats like William James, it is required
both to read this book and to deal with the

ideas in it.”
—Charles T. Tart, Professor Emeritus of
Psychology, University of California-Davis

“Brilliant, heroic, and astonishing… A 
scientifically rigorous and philosophically

informed critique of various contemporary
orthodoxies in mainstream psychology,

IRREDUCIBLE MIND has a bottom-line: either our
current understanding of the material world is
woefully incomplete because we still don’t 

know how to explain mental powers in purely
physical terms, or else there is far more to

reality than just the material world”
—Richard A. Shweder, William Claude Reavis

Distinguished Service Professor, Department
of Comparative Human Development,

University of Chicago

urrent mainstream scientific opinion holds that all aspects of human mind and consciousness
are generated by physical processes occurring in brains. The present volume demonstrates—

empirically—that this reductive materialism is not only incomplete but false. Topics addressed
include phenomena of extreme psychophysical influence, memory, psychological automatisms
and secondary personality, near-death experiences and allied phenomena, genius-level
creativity, and ‘mystical’ states of consciousness both spontaneous and drug-induced. The
authors show that these ‘rogue’ phenomena are more readily accommodated by an alternative
‘transmission’ or ‘filter’ theory of mind/brain relations—a theory that ratifies the commonsense
conception of human beings as causally effective conscious agents, and is also fully compatible
with leading-edge physics and neuroscience. The book should command the attention of all
open-minded persons concerned with the still-unsolved mysteries of the mind.
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